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©a?* The Alexandbja.Gaxeite coramonccs

its seventy-fourth volume to day. - For the
measure of favor it receives from the public,
we are thaukful and grateful.at>d will show
our sense of this favor, by reuewed exertions
to present its subscribers with a newspaper.

which will be useful to the community,
- sp ring no labor or expeuse, within our means,

t> accomplish that object.
The ..Yjkginia Legislature..Iu every

quarter of the State the hope is expressed that
upon-the re-asscmbling of the Yirgioia Legisla¬
ture to-morrow, the members irill go to icorlc,
in earnest,and transact the public business,with
as little speech-making as possible, consistent
with a proper explanation of the subjects which
may come up for cousideratirn. There are im¬

portant "matters affecting the vital iuterest of

the State which should be acted on speedily.
We have, again and again,..enumerated them,
and urged attention to them. "We wfsfi" sin¬

cerely, that the expectations of the people may

be realized in their desire to have a short ses¬

sion aod such Legislative aotiou as will advance
the best interests of the State.

b i....:. j. v

In presenting a list of Stare paying divi¬
dends, the Nuw York Times says it drops the
Southern States the few -bonds upon which
interest is promptly paid by Alabama bearing
a small relation to- the debt in suspense. In
Georgia the arbitrary discrimination against
part of the State d.ebt discredits the whole. In
Louisiana, where the iuterest has for several
years been paid at New Orleans, the existing
political troubles renders it doubtful whether
anything will.be done on the first of Jauuary.
North and South Carolina, Virginia and Ten¬
nessee, as for several years, are in general sus¬

pense. From Arkansas we have no intelligence
as to whieh of the railroad issues and direct
State obligations will be cared for this season.

The Washington correspondent'of the Balti¬
more Sun, says that *' a well-known republican
of Washington has received from a prominent
unionist of the North, but for some years a

resident in Florida, a letter depicting a most

woeful condition of affairs in that State. The
writer says that the board of State canvassers
14 counted in " the radical candidates by com¬

mitting the grossest frauds, and have handed
over the State to the most irresponsible aod

have produced ; that wfiatPls'^Ieff oT"State
property and credit will be voted away this
winter; that Northern capital is being with¬
drawn, &cl "

On Christmas night an attempt was made to

wreck the westward bound passenger train from
Baltimore by some miscreants who had blockcd
the track about sixty miles from the city, al¬
though they fortunately failed to accomplish
their efforts. During the same night two sim¬
ilar attempts were made on the Erie Railroad,
iroo rails being used in these instances in place
of the cross tie that was employed on the Balt¬
imore and Ohio road. The Baltimore Ameri¬
can says:."The deliberate iutention to perpe¬
trate sach an atrocity seems so horrible that its
existence might be doubted were it not for the
palpable evidences of the labor of the ruffians."

Tlid London Telegraph expects from Presi¬
dent Grant's second term fresh additions to
the galaxy of republican stars. It says the
Cuban patriots have maintained their war of
independence for four years, and concludes
that the Spanish government is unable to put
down the insurrection. If the insurgents are

recognized as belligerents it thinks arms and am¬
munition from Now York, and volunteers from
the Southern ports, would soon turn the tide
against Spain. It does not undertake to

prophecy whether Cuban independence would
lead to her incorporation into our Union.

Mr. Horace Mayaard, of Tennessee, has had

placed in his hands, for the purpose of present-
ins to thjd House of Representatives, a memo¬

rial numerously signed by officers and soldiers
of the late army of the Cumberland, asking
Congress to appropriate $15,000 towards the
erection of aii equestrian statue to the memory
of the late Major General George H. Thomas.

The .Richmond Whig says; "Virginia,
dismembered as she was by the unnatural re¬

cession of West Virginia, has actually a much
greater population than three of the New Eng¬
land States, and within about fifty-six thous¬
and of the aggregate population of the follow¬
ing four: New Hampshire, Vermont, Rhode
Island and Connecticut.

Speaking of a late London meeting in fcejial.
of agricultural laborers and better wages, the
Standard urges that the proper cure for the
grievance is emigration. It advises the ill-paid
farmers to carry their labor where there is large

fr*od iand is to be had for the
I ¦' J^bintidg to America, it says, "There

"&u'&lux" prisoners marchcd

throug^i^ York a few days ago, were sev-

erai wttBfolemaly aver that they are innocent

ofany® the charges brought against.-sthem;
a^o0jptem a respectable member of Gos-
oqI Jtboy were carried, at this inclement sea¬

son, jnfoc penitentiary at Albany.

pip's painting of Perry's Victory, which

iaJLrn the stairway of the west wing of the

has arrived in Washington, accompan-

jeJJthe artist. The painting measures twenty

bjjpirty feet, a«id is designed to replace
tJKnting of the "Battle of Cherubusco,"
JHlfcr the Senate stairway.

new cases of small pox were reported
shiogton, yesterday.

i
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.-It-is seated thai the doUou-raised in Califor¬
nia is free froru|the ravages of insects, the cause
of so much destruction in the Gulf States, an^l N

the alkali soil and loti^periods sof dry
tilso favor it. Southern crops are often ruiued
by heavy floods aud rams in harvest. In Cali¬
fornia they are sure of dry weather.

The Baltimore Sun says:."If we Woiil#';
meet"our TeT<nv^infn"With" light"""hTSTtiT1 ontJ!i?t" -

of January, 1S74'S?C TUUst avoiH-^ tlre greatest
of all discomforts. Debt", and adopt us our

maxim.what has boon, jtr^uo^uccd the "phi¬
losopher's stone".pay as you 'gO.iL;

" It appears by the oonJius, that the six New.
England States, with a population of 3,545,043,
have but 5,4*21 cliurohes, while the six South¬
ern States, upon the Atlantic, with';a wTfite

population of 3,450,003, or virtually the same

have 11,507 churches. t t,_ < ! _y

The Baltimore and Potomad Kailroud Com¬

pany will begiu to-day. to.ruin a regular daily
traiu from Huntington to Pope's Creek,Charles
county,opposite Matthias' Point in Virginia.

The RailroadGazette publishes iu detail a list
of ]<).> railway accidents which occurred in No¬
vember, 1(.> of which caused death and 2f> le:b
.erious injury to persons.

A destructive tire occurred in Montreal yes¬

terday. The loss is estimated at half a million
of dollars.
The old quarrel between Ouiaha and Coun¬

cil Bluffs, about tolls over the Missouri river,
has been revived: - *' . .; -****"-.

< . > rr:.; -* ;i-
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Professor Agassiz expects Lake iKrie". to dry

up in about twenty thousand years. Unfor¬
tunately "lyi.-w4ll.not be here to see."

*-rr f ¦ : ¦ v._.

An "invention" is being tested iu San Fran¬
cisco, which promises to "use water for fuel."
Success to it.

M. Thiers, the President of the French Re¬

public is in the seventy-tilth year of his age.

We have received a copy of the Journal ot

the Telegraph puMi>hb<l iu Now York semi¬
monthly and containing a great deal of matter

of interest, not only to those directly connected
witli telegraphing, but to the genera] reader.

VIKUIMA SJKHS.

Mt. Airy Church, in Amherst couuty, about
three miles from the Cjurthouse, was destroyed
by fire on Tuesday niirht <ast.Thc Church belong¬
ed to the colored Baptists, and it seeuis that a

large congregation had met Tuesday night
wheu the younger portion ot the crowd employ¬
ed themselves in firing squibs and rockets, from
which the buildiug.caught .fire, and was quick¬
ly consumed.
The rumor that Senator Lewis is lying very

ill at his residence, iu Virginia, is erroneous.

Senator Hitchcock has jnst returned from a

Christmas visit to the Senator's resideucc and
left him in his usual health. *.

The Fredericksburg Star says that nine valu-
ble sheep, the property of Rev. J. P. H. Cris-
mond, ofSpottsyivania county, were killed by
dogs on last Wednesday night week.

Col. Johu S. Barbour is laying out a new

towu at Arrington depot, Virginia, on the
Orange,.Alexandria and Manassas Railroad.

T» Jbillusion atli xjiixi 1/uivctauj . -

$600,000, and hopes to hav3 $1,000,000 soon.

Gen. Early is todeli.ver several addresses in
aid of the Lee memorial in Lexiogtoo.

Railroad Meeting;.
[Correspondence of the Baltimore Sun.)
Winchester, Va., Dec. 31, 1S72..In 1807

the State of Virginia sold the interest it pos¬
sessed in the Alexandria, Loudoun and Hamp¬
shire railroad, at that time completed from
Alexandria to Lofcbburg, to what is now koown
as the Washington and Ohio Railroad Com¬
pany, for $50,(JUO,- ;to be paid by installment#
at the expiration of five, seven and ten, years,
and to secure which payments the bondsof that
company were given. _;.
The first installment of this purchase money

($16,00/)) win soon be due. During the present
session of the Legislature several resolutions
have been introduced into that body inquiring
into the affairs of-the last named company and
its ability to fulfill the above-mentioned contract
with the State. These resolutions were referred
to the committee on general laws, and thus leg¬
islative action will be delayed for some time,
but the iutercst matifested by the General
Assembly iu this enterprise, so important to
the development of this section of the State,
has reacted upon this community, and an en¬

thusiastic meeting,-consisting of the railroad
committee of Winchester, and a number of citi¬
zens, was held here to-day, with the view of en-

courag'ng the speedy completion of this road to
the coal fields of West Virginia, and also to take
under consideration a propositions,formally sub
mitted by the Martinsburg and Potomac Rail¬
road Company,decJaring its readiness to extend
the latter road from Martinsburg to this place
in-the event of the towD of Winchester and
Frederick county making a subscription of
$J0i»G0 a mile towards building sixteen miles.
Without coming to aqy definite conclusion,

the sense of the meeting .8t}e#)0d to favor mak¬
ing this appropriation, provided thjs company
would cooperate frith t|ie ^VjasJjingjtQQ ?#d
Ohio road in continuing.
Mr. Lewis McKenzie, president *of the latter

road, addressed the meetiug, and gave an: ex¬
hibit of tho financial condition of his road, from
which it appears that the first bonds due; the
State of \ irgiDia will be paid at maturity, next

Monday. From Mr. McKenzie's statement,
the prospect of a completion of the road de¬
pended upon additional subscriptions by the
counties and the introduction of other capital
into this com pariy.'' °/

Jewish View.of tJir'&iSTMAS..An editorial
in Hearth and Home urges a right Christian
spirit in the keeping of Christmas, preaching
a pretty sermon from a text furnished by a
Jew. who always observed the festal day:
"3ut yOU a)i agree upon certain points re¬

garding t-Jxe Great Teacher, and upon these
there is equal harmony between you and me.
Whatever I may believe about him, I love the
tnau who preached the sermon on the Mount,
which is in itself the whole of morality and re¬

ligion. -
* * * There are two or three of his

sententious remarks, each of which is in itself.
the sum of all law and the sum of allrighteous
doss: 'Love one another;' 'Thou shalt love
the Lord thy Ggd and thy neighbor as thyself.'
These ate the spirit oI all his words, and for
these I love and honor this greatest of all my:
nation's prophets."
Tiie&wrish Times has a kindly and genial

Christn^article .: !'. Christmas as celebrated;
in modern times, bears the character of a.

Jewish-Festival, is atriumph of the Jewioh
principle of] ;lo.ve tapd charity, and must be
welcomed by every friend of civilization as an

advance in the true'path of progress. Orphans
made happy, widoWs'comforted, forsake# waifs
sheltered, cbeerle&s \ homes .made bright,, ii#
humanity upward, heavenward, whether thft j
day for doing these deeds is styled Christmas,-,
Chanukah Or Purim. " " <

f
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Tue^ay next is the day appointed for tha
trial at Annapolis of Mrs. Wharton oq the '¦
charge of poisoning V;in Nca-.

\ p. . 1 »-,i

Vv MKlfS OFfHK ii)AY.
'' To show the very ageaiul body of the Tnncj"

'

" n» .

Dispatches from^qun Francisco deny that ]
the proposed transfer of Goat Island to the .,

Central Pacific Railroad Company was endorsed
by the people of California. The renewed
pie«j=upaip^ayoc of.the scheme at Washington
apjicur.t to have orated jpuch exeite^oeut in
¦San- Fiaucuco,,ut^ji meeUng of citizens has

be<*n; called for SaTyrqay next Governor Booth
sayMjthat there ifc' n6 public'sentimfent in the
Sttite flavoring the .cation of Goat Island to>

'the Central Pacific rcjad. '.' A ;)/(.:
The" cold weather continued yesterday-

throughout New England and Canada, the

th&rpjometer ni^gim? from zero at rToronto, to

3 degrees above4t Qiiobec,' 10 nt. Portland au,d
18 at Boston. Except in the Northwest, the
day was pleasant elsewhere~for the season, al
though; generally cloudy or raining. There
was,a light snow at Boston and Pittsburg. In
ftal^imore the temperature averaged 4.*) degrees
above zero.

'j
Miss Susan B. Anthbnyvwho voted in Rochrs-

:tor,;N. Y., at the Presidential election will not

acknowledge that she has committed an effencc
,agai.»st the laws by furnishing hail lor her ap¬

pearance for trial on the charge of illegal vot¬

ing. Consequently sho will remain in charge
oftheUuited Stares' Deputy Marshals until
Jier case is called in the Court at Albany, but
her fourteen companions have given bond.
A letter from Dallas, Texas, to the Houston

Age, says that twelve "Ludian" cattlc thieves
were lately caught in one of the western counties
and hung to the liuih of a tree, because there
was no "limb of the law" to plead for them.
''Before hangiug them their fuces were scrub¬
bed and eleven of ihe twdve did not pan out

as Indians.thev 'basing' unprotected orphans
from Kansas mostly."
The Baltimore American says the receut in¬

crease in the demand for aud the price of the
bituminous coal of Maryland will probably lead
to an addition of ten cents per ton for trans¬

portation by the Board of Directors of the
Chesapeake and Ohio Canal- at their meeting
on Wednesday next. This would add $SO,UU0
to the yearly revenue of the canal.

; f ,

During 1872 the arrivals of vessels of all
classes at the port of New York were five thou¬
sand five hundred and twenty-three, of which
two thousand and seventy-six, including ei^ht
hundred and forty-eight schooners, were Ameri¬
can. aud two thousand one hundred and eigh¬
teen,including two huudred and ninety schoon¬
ers. were British.
Robert Bowles, the bankrupt banker, of

Bowles Br6thor>, was examined before tha

Lord Mayor of London yesterday. IIi> lord¬
ship finally decided to commit the prisoner for
trial on the charges preferred against hiai..
He was admitted to bail on finding two bunds-
men for two ihoasanct pounds each, and on his
own recognizance for four thousaud pounds.
The New York Chamber of Commerce, atlits

meeting to morrow, will take action on tlri bills
pending iu Congress in reference to immigra¬
tion'. ' The'Commissioners of Immigration will
memorialize Cougress iu opposition to the bill
in the House to promote emigration to the
United States.
r A part of Alleghany county, Maryland, has
already been taken off to form Garrett <^>unty,
and the Cumberland News says that the for¬
mation of still another couuty is talked of by
the people of Frostburg, who desire to have it
as a county town.

Duriug the present session of Congress there
lave been offered na less than 2G amendments
i;o the Constitution. The Chicago Tribune
Presidential elections and terms Howu toTKe
intermarriage ut races.

A very serious accident occurred yesterday
at tue Liberty Copper Miucs in Frederick
eounfy, Md. A scaffolding over the nuine gave
way, and the workmen were thrown iuto the
pit. Eight were seriously injured, but the
particulars are siili wanting.
In a »pccch at a public meeting at Oxford,

on Monday night, her Majesty's Secretary of
War, Mr. Cardwell, spoke strongly in favor of
the new ballot and licensing acts, was satisfied
with the Geneva arbitration, and rejoiced that
the boundary dispute was settled.
The terms of the present Mayor and Com¬

mon Council of New York expire at noon to¬

day. Mayor Havemyer will then take posses¬
sion, and the following Monday the two Boards
of the Common Council will organize aud re¬

ceive the Mayor's message.
M. Riviere has made an official report to

President Thiers of the progress of the prelimi¬
nary investigation in the case of Marshal Ba-
zaine. fie says that 220 witnesses have been
examined, of whom 14'J have been summoned
to appear ia court at the trial of the Marshal.
Ex-U. S. Senator and ex-Minister to Spain

John P. Hale, of New Hampshire, went to the
polls and voted on election day, and has not
been out of his house since. He has been sick
for over a year.
John A. Brown, the oldest banker and brok¬

er of Philadelphia, died yesterday, agad eighty-
five. In 1S71 he gave three hundred thousand
dollars to the Presbyterian Hospital of that
city.
Near Cincinnati, yesterday, the ice gorged

in the Ohio river and destroyed one steamer

and badly damaged several others. The amount
of loss is estimated at from $-150,000 to $200,-
qoo; - J

Tfre ^inoesota railway has been but slightly
obstructed by jfch^ Recent snow storms. With
one exception* the trains'gn'tjjie Northern Paci¬
fic have made their usual fciqis.
A telegram from Rome says that the "rivers

in the valley of tjie Po" arfi again rising, and
fresh inundations are threatened.
! The Crown Prince, Humbert, was thrown
from his carriage while riding yesterday, but
was only slightly injured.
» ftp New York Stock Exchange, Produce
Exchange, custom-b°use» banks and stores
throughout the city; <?lpsed to-day.
The Italian government h^s ordered a gold

medal, with a suitable incription, to' be "pre¬
pared for presentation to Dr. Livingstone.
Star Drift..One of the moat remarkable

discuveries supposed to be made by modern
science is the drifting of the stars. Richard A.
jPr&ctor, Secretary of the Royal AstronomicalSociety, claims the merit of first suggesting the
possibility of there being in fact no fixed stars;
but Professor Iluggins is said to have fj.rst de¬
monstrated the fact that certaiu of the staw,
notably Sirius, arc wanderiog through wpaoewith almost incredible rapidity. The unclula-
tory iight waves are the citeria by which this
approach or ?e&ej$ioD is formed, aud the rate
at which they strike the pyo of the observer
gives the prpof of the stars ooming tpjjrard the
earth or going from it.. If the waves ootoe iq
a quicker succession than from a luminous body
at rest, tbo source of light, according to a wcll-
known law, is approaching; if, on tbecootrary,
they come in slower succession from a lu¬
minous body at rest, the source of is re¬
ceding, 2sTot only does this. .'.'star drift'-'.as
AJr. j'roictGr palls it.take pkee single
stars, but whole groups,, 'tyittf rythmic motion,
are circling among thentae/res. so^e^iipes drift¬
ing gently, swiftly, mysteriously: in a(commoodirection, sometimes/oW/ToLyed in a planner at
[>resc/31 U!)a.ccog.Dtablc, I

from itu imoM>.

RKASSKMULINO 0y THE LEGISLATURE.
Richmond, Va., Dee. 31,1872;.The Legis-

iatare, after u recess of eleven workiog
jays, and au expense to the State of aboutf
$15,0(H), will reassemble Thursday, bat noth¬

ing will be dune iu the way of business,
however, lor several. day.sr as tho members,.
generally, will return iu no ifmditiou for work.j
There was never a hegi:sl,1f-Tirtr that-had niore

important work'before it t trail this.- Thejiiii-
ciury system must bo overhauled, a d cither
county Judges elected; or tfyo number b4?tVn,
cuit Judges increased', and Llie office of coiAjty
Judge be made a mere nominal matter.

It is said hero that if (ho plan wliieh jiro-
posep to increase tl}e number of (Jircuit Judges
be adopted-that the Senator fromyouc district,
dud^e H. VV. Thomas, will be a candidate for
Judge of the Circuit, composed of the counties
of Fairfax, I'riucc William and Alexandria.,

After the judiciary riuctrtiou is setlled'jlie
Legislature will have t<> tlx the legat rate ol
interest. The agrieult oal community are of
course for having the legal rate, six ptjr cent,
which wouid praet:c.iliy destrov the commer-
eial prosperity of the eities, It is probable
that a compromise will be rfleeted by which
eoujujercial paper will be allow-d to be dis¬
counted at from 8 to \l per cent.
Then will come the .->ettleinetjt of the State

debt, which, of itself, will be enough ti3<brihgl
out the statesmanship of the members.

NEW YEAIt's J;AV.
New Year's day will be very generally ob

served here, almost all of our citizens keeping
open house. It is hoped that young moo will'
not be tempted by the display of enticing in¬
toxicating liquors to morrow; as they have been
in the past. This is the great evil of New
Year's day, and our citizens have been very
much to blame in latter years. Nothing should
be offered save coffee or some harmless beverage.
While, however, your correspondent wi-nes
this good example to be set to young men gen¬
erally, yet he trusts that there will be an ex¬

ception made iu his case. As a newspaper iimn

he is dependent upon the liberality ol' his
friends fur the amount of "fluid he imbibe.-:,''
and as to uiprrow is a day in which citiz -ns

generally get into a gener>ju.i ui<mk1 he confi¬
dently anticipates a rich treat, lie "ris--- thus
to explain" lor fear thai by reason of -.iek ie.v.

iuduccd by exposure to morrow, he may be un¬

able to send you bin usual letter.
A CONTRADICTION.

The Slate Journal <>!'t'.-d iv denies ihoMatyf-
rnent that Mr. J. 1\ Lewis, U. S. Senator, op¬
posed the confirmation of Mr. Well.- lor ]>:-¦-
trict Attorney, ami says: "After the iioruiua
tion was sent to the Senate, vernal
were made against Mr. \\ oils accompanied
with the request that his confirmation
layed until these charges c >uM be subMantia-
ted. Senator Lewis, a> in duty bound, hid
the uomiuatiou heid up fur a week, and tIn-

evideuee sustaining th* charges cot being lur-
? ibhed hitn, he himself called up the uoiMQa'->
tion aud asked the confirmation.1' Notwith¬
standing which, it is pretty generally believed
here that the most eordial political relations
do not exist between the parties, aud that Mr.
Lewig'would have prefered that unother*lmuld
have received the appointment.a untie, re¬

publican.
A CANDIDATE.

1 It is reported here that Col. Ed ward Darnels,
'editor of the State Journal, will be a candidate
tor clerkship of the next House of Representa¬
tives. Col. D., apart from his political pro-
cli?ities,is highly esteemed by all who have been

brought into contact with him, and his qualifi¬
cations being undoubted, his selection for the
position would be an excellent one. However,
he will have a rough road to travel to reaeli
from within Virginia as well as without.

INTERNAL REYKNL'E RECEIPTS.

The amount of Internal Revenue taxes col¬
lected in this district for the year just ending,
was $2,666,709 54, an increase of upwards of
$140,000 over la.-1year. Over two million dollars
of government fax eulleeted in one district, and
yet tliS credit of the State is jeopardised be¬
cause the Legislature refuses to provide the
means )f paying the interest on her debt !

DEATH OF A SENATE CLERK.
Mr. \L S. ltoher, formerly of' Ilarrionburg,

a clerk ib the Senate, and .successor.to Mr.
Geo. W. Rock, of Alexandria, died on Sunday
of consumption. Mr. ltoher was connected
with the press as editor aud correspondent,and
was highly, esteemed. He was aired about 33.
years, aud leaves au interesting family.

1 DIED OF SMALL-POX.
Maj., Lorraine, chief euginecr of th& James

River aud Kanawha Cana^ wliose dektb ha;?
been noticed, died of a violent, attack of small¬
pox, which iisease is prevalent in this city,
and from whioh there have been a few deaths
among white people, the saddest of which is
that of Maj. L.

l\. 8. ATTORNEYS.
I{. II. Wells, ^r., son of the former incum¬

bent, hai received his comtflission as [J. S.
District Attorney for the LJastern District of
Virginia, aud bus appointed W. F. Worthing-
ton, of Maochoster, his Assistant.

GOYENOR WALKER.
Gov. Walker left here to-day for Philadel-

Khia to attend a re-union of his family at his
rother's, Major Jonas Walker, on New gear's

day. He will probably return by the last of
the week.

CAUCUS.
It is probable that there will be a caucus of

the Conservative meiubers of the Legislature
early in January, to see if harmony and unity
of action cannot be effected upon the vital ques-'
tions now before that bqdy.

PATTI MARIO* CONCERTS.
The musical portion of our community are

ezpecting a rare treat ia the Patti-Mario Cun-
perts, yhj.$h v?ill take place here on Thursday
and JPrjday evepin'gs, January 9th and loth.

PIRECTORS .MEETING.
There Isto be a meetiD* of the Directors of

the Virginia Agricultural jind Mechanical Col:
lege of Blacksburg, in this oity, on the 7th of!
January. ' "'A I'-

3IARRIAQE LICENSES.
During the year there lias been issued.'io

this city 568 marriage liedu.-e.:3!i9 white, _aud
colored,

monk/. i Y.;I.£

Money is very machio deuj.-itid hero, ajar-"1
ket tight and rates hit:K

PKQUOU.
« LOUDOUN Items. .Tile cclebratioo oo Christ¬
mas Eve, of the Sunday tJciiool a: Laeiied to
tbe M. K Church, io Hamilton, was a most
delightful affair, aDtJ-.tho.se who have charge of
thja afbffoj deserve the highest credit fur tHe
good rasto, and though training exhibited by
the children io tltf exercises of the occasion.
Tbe Superintendents, Messrs. Asbury I|u:>kin-;
sou aud Jonah Feugh, were tbe. recipients of

| handsome presents from the children under
their charge. Mr. Hoskinson received a hand:.
iOfno hywu book and Mr. Peugh a handsome
TegUipefet, '' .» .' l- ..

The residence of L. Dow tyess, near Hamil¬
ton Station, was neai* being destroyed by are
on Christmas Eve. Mrs. Hens, and family,
had left home to attend thfc Sunday School
Ceie^ation at Hamilton, and upon returning
'home,' disoo'v^rfed that the fire from the fire¬
place had been comuiuDic^tsd to some wood
lying near, au^ tbe mabtle'wafe burneu asd a

large hole, in the floor. But a tew miuutes
delay in discovering it, would hive ihsured'the
destruction of the house. .Loudoun En terpri&e.. »

[CpMMUNlCATK
O^ISTHAS DArr^It ftra* -Dot my |

poseftp writing on,, this subject¦ to enter**
.fe J <4 .1 3

a debate of un^kio.d, m uctt: less "r^* {
take to $lpro1%/u ^irgntrve,'* erely J
alluding to a point which I supposed all

know eould not be proved, namely : tllat Christ
wan born on Christinas day, I have been led

jtfto u flight/skjrulish. But the burden of J
..proof jp adc^ate^ 1 tIfiuk, devolved upoo biui^
who fakes di£ affirmative. Fidelia id v/c\-

coinJ to do, if lie'can, after a brief summing lip

icKhis:
f: -JA '.-.t. then, r.tjie yuiy point in the matter

whioi I dfcn'y-is that Christ was boro oti the

25th,of Deoemtrar^.'Myfeasons ^or ® position,
or niLst o£them, have already been given, but

as this articled id ciose my side of this pleaaant
littjii debate, I may briefly,state all my reasons

trtwMhor here, for the convenience of thu read

or, jvho may wish to compare the weight-of
testimony. ^

'

l.j As thy-shepherds were out id the fields, or

plaibs, watchiDg their fluck<s the night* that
Christ was born, and as it is known to all Bib-
'licalischolars and Sadred Historians, that .the
.Ii-ws were accustomed to keep their flocks out

Ici.'dinc all through the summer, and to keep
thetu up during The months of November, J)l-
eouiber, January, and most of February, awl

generally sent theuj out to pasture after flit
pas^uver, which was--in March, it almo.sr
:im junta to an h'is:yricaI*or chronological eer

taiuty that these .shepherds and their fl-icL
were not.out in the cold, bleak, aod fruzv
mountains, near Bethlehem, on the 25th dayt
December.-

2. The circumstances and place of the bin
are, to all human reason and common sense, i
compatible'with the titn'e generally celebratt
ah Christmas. There£0#^ not hayo been
more unfavorable seasotvM'the ^cai" to call
whole realm or country of people to leave th-
hoqjcs and go on such a long journey a>< Jose ,

;aod Mary had to take.over sixty miles.wli.|
it was raining or snowiDg. aod the roads w.,

aimast impassible, hy reason of the ouajnr \
.-woiluii streams and the mud and dirt. \\"i
a rime fir the Holy'Mother, in her coudin
<>n foot'. And there was no compulsion for L
t«» go ! Would this day have been chosen r|
SHoii a journey, and for such a purpose by \t\
who said, '' Pray tinit your flight In: not in,
irintcr It was about this time in the ;
:i: |i "t!u: ruins tlexer,mind and the,jluoaU en }\
and washed .away ujauy houses. &<..

3 'The people of tfileatine" tful wt I.

when Christ. was born, a very short time a

wards. For, when the wise men e.ime

f 'ue East. ih-rod did not I:notet nor coui j
find f.ut when He was born. The only. I

ilie best evidence he had was obtainei
"inquiring driceiitly of the wi>e pjen froJ
Ei>c when the star appeared." but it I
have been some time hulftfiin'te, as "to.'" M
xv the nearest that he could come to u.|8
then does it happen that the "Rowans Iglii
thf historical facts to prove" that ChrisM j

b'-m on the lioth of Deoember, five huB :d
-y«'{irs afterwards? "Was it the tradition Woe
Elders?" All the.se and all others wh.HLre
lik'-iy to know any such facts were callii to¬

gether by flerod for the very purpose or find¬
ing out ail that was known on the subject They
.could not And out. the time.

4. Another reason why I think .Ch>tmas
day was not the Sirih day of Christ, is Icai^e
nearly all Protestant commentators., are jawjafc
the notion that He was born on thr diy.
Most of them think it of no importance r the
celebratioo'to take place on the very da)f$ie
Divine nativity.

5. Many of the learned Fathers do n [fre-
tetid to prove it. They, too, thiuk it iofc im¬
portant that Christmas should be on tlidebti-
eal day of the month on which the. Savitjpas
born. Pope Julius I., who changed ffonj
'TdflU.ll J GlTi IU ( f* »Mf Jj /vf D'H>*fc,Tr^,r»
the very reason fur lbe change, that h been
given in favor of keeping the same day.' ttie
Romans, long before, in commemoratiof the
birth da}' of Sol. Some say it was a the
birth day of their goddess Bruiiia.
These are not all the reasons why I e the

negative of the question, but they are isfac-
tory to me. I do uot think the tier of *

enough importance todctpao4any f'uer at¬
tention. I shall therefore clo^e my sioDf the
argument, am] if Mr. Fidelis chosestry [to |
prove (he point let him do so; theo t
tion will be "suljmitUd., 'j, i
Note to the "jWr/cs".It id not a tj7 Tail;

fight when a standard bearer stands i mai;
on the battle ground, with his oolor^josedand his opponent fires away at the tier i
the cap or his combataDt from behind baj
tery of a noui de pluoie.-, .

"All is well tluit etuis well'' Jr.i-e.1
Alexandria, Va., Jan. 1, 1873Tq ]i

u
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Circumstantial Evidence. . >!
Austin, te^aa, statesman. [.be ....Arthur Shelby, fcall Woods and vj.'mifli

i^ree,
ed to

(<were convicted of] murder id'the'
in Burnet county,'this' week, and s-
be handed on Friday, the 15th of J a- ?next.
The case was one of the most inters a the
auiials of criminal-trials, and tbt^ centse;
though conclusive, was entirely cirtf
]jen »AJcIyecver, the murdered mi? 'shot
from hjs horse at night near the?* 3Ce °*
the Shelbys, his throat cut, and f.car"ricd on horseback three miles and,v 3'Dt0
a cave in the prairie 150 feet dee^ 'al^erock was placed on the tyoody sp"1 re ",s
throat was .cut, and apparently 0_{ .Cau'
tion was taken to avoid detectio. e

pearance of the rock-indicated to >e lD e{eof thp frontiersman that jt had &r. ;e,D. ^
placed there. Close by It was ps.*j 'dlDg
that had been fired from a shot ? ^ p,?*1
aminiug the *»un of Ben Shelby ps^ idlDg
was found in it, and another pit:-aperthat had evidently been fired froc
was found under Shelby's dootf tyj}!8house was found the'Chimney op®f|cal, and it was ascertained by coi;°rf tliat
the three piece's of gun waddimr l);e?iwrdfrom that paper. A small fraw* ;

"

Ketver's coal, Of>pcduiiar. mextnthe bloody sf>ot; revealed- the ti%.tnemurder had been committed ti T*
were many other eirciin^tan^es po* t(^t0e
accused persona as -the murderers *'
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L'The Rtjssembr Ctiannbl ^ngiaodcompany bus aptbally been fprDe:sage ofto build two stcam'ers in whioh lt,QOnprs.the channel uau be made wiLhoui;<j^^n(jn-of sea-sickness. They are. .dou^jJeda, Iare propelled by four large ^l0wJforiwo at each side. The ends, are 5(jti(j£dthe purpose of rodiioin^ t-he tuoti3(jby th(5 action qf the wind and t0 ^na--middle portion is made sufficietitij)dj.ble ihem to steam at high 8peeddder isworst rieas they willhave to meet-ggfitted at each end. with means J her<di-.thatthe ship will-be. able to steaui>rouD,irection, and will not require to (je ver/ot-io harbor. The great peculiarityrge'sa»tb,ote ships is that each will conta^^loori, ijesigp'ed Hy iir. jHTesseiriei.^at tlthe middle of the ihip par-can be moved about in a longjtu^looo,-allei to the keeh Tho motion rolledwhich would be £et up when the y i $yjiflei't free to move, will be 'gcjvtfly1 updraulic apparatus, apd will be c3 it willdej.- the control of oqe map, wb^ep- allbe *o keep the goor qf1 the. salfte}.^oir^umataijoes, io;a Ijqe wl4
OITI^E'^S7KXfloWrLBA' 1872., .V7 - Alexandria,- Ya., ^e^r?9-rni. T> ^r i \! , *v * i.VijUXi- AkTke Bjard, of Directors have4' yonui-anriual dividend of TU-d hi


